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Synopsis

AjHola! AjHola! Hey! QUA® fiesta! Yay! At dusk on the holiday known as Day of the Dead, a
Mexican family has set out fiesta offerings in the graveyard in hopes that departed loved ones may
return to visit. The playful skeletons rise from their graves to celebrate with gusto. All night long,
they sing, dance, dine, tell stories, and play games. As morning approaches, they give thanks to the
stars for their night of fun, tidy up after themselves, and leave no trace of their "clatter bash" behind
as they return to their coffins until next year's Day of the Dead.Author-illustrator Richard Keep’s
rollicking rhyme--sprinkled with Spanish words--captures the bone-rattling sounds and fun of the
evening. His vivid cut-paper art is sure to raise the spirits of young readers without frightening them.
A two-page illustrated afterword gives factual information about el DA a de los Muertos, the
reverent but fun celebration honoring relatives who have passed on, and the special rituals, images,

foods, and customs associated with this joyful Mexican celebration.
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Customer Reviews

"El Dia de los Muertos is not a time to feel sad or afraid of death. It is a time for familias (families) to
come together, share memories of past loved ones, and celebrate the joy of being alive!" - From the
book"Knock-knock!Shhh!Huh?Rattle-rattleQue?Creak-crackUp we go!Big fiestalYay!"With colorful

hats, sweeping dresses, bow ties and festive garb, author and illustrator Richard Keep



commemorates the Mexican celebration known as the El Dia de los Muertos in the book Clatter
Bash!: A Day of the Dead Celebration.Happy skeletons climb out of their entombment to frolic about
the graveyard, driving in cars, splashing in fountains, watering marigolds, singing songs, telling
stories and feasting at picnics.Replete with vibrant images in greens, purples, oranges and yellows,
the first 26 pages of Clatter Bash! depicts a simple, rhyming, alliterative poem showing the fun that
the dead have when the Day of the Dead begins (usually November 1 or 2).A mix of English and
Spanish phrases underscores the clanking and jittering antics of the smiling skeletons that have
risen for this special fiesta.ln two pages at the end of the softcover story, the author explains the
late-October celebrations that occur in the villages of Mexico and many places in the United States,
as well as the meanings of several Spanish words and phrases.For example, children dress up as
angelitos (angels), diablos (devils) and calacas (skeletons) to parade around the village with their

parents, yelling Hola! amidst music and merry-making.
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